Timbergrove Manor Civic Club * PO Box 70977 * Houston, TX 77270-0977

THE TIMBERGRAM

January 2009

1w General Meeting
Tuesday January 13,2009 @7:00 pm
L azybrook Baptist Church

Come meet the New 2009 Officers and Directors

Makeyour New Year’s Resolution to become moreinvolved with your
neighborhood and volunteer today! Opportunitiesabound, and there’s
bound to be one that piques your interest!

President’s Corner

Hi neighbors! Thank you for electing me as the newly elected President of Timbergrove Manor Civic
Club! I'd liketotake a few linestotell you a little bit about myself. I’'m a CPA with a broad array of
experience in both public and in-house accounting, and | currently coordinate the budget for an inter-
national pipeline company. For the last two years, | have served as the Treasurer and Activities Coor-
dinator for TMCC. In addition, | have served on the boards of numerous other charitable organiza-
tions, including the Waco Humane Society and the Kappa Delta House Corporation Board. During my
Inside thisissue: freetime, | love enjoy walking around “The Grove” with my fiancé, Leo,
and my three furry, four-legged children, Emme, Keaton, and Cindy, res-

Dues are due 2 cued English Springer Spaniels.

Fire Station Re-opens 2 On these walks, | am always happy to see what a beautiful commu-

Calendar of Events 3 |nity we have, and in order to keep the tradition alive, | have created a

Board Meeting Minutes 4 thgme for my term - “G_et your Groveon.” What do | mean by that? This
neighborhood has continued to be a wonderful place to call home because

2009 Program Dates 5 |of each neighbor’s commitment, big or small, to making it special, whether

Crime Statistics ¢ |through volunteering, holding an office, attending a general meeting,

serving as block captain, helping a neighbor, or competing for yard of the
2009 Officers & Directors 6 Imonth! So, | challenge each resident to “Get your Groveon” in 20009.
Here are just afew of the volunteer needs: Beautification Days, Meeting
Speaker Coordinator, Easter Egg Hunt, 4th of July Ice Cream Social,
Holiday Lighting Awards 7 |Snow Day, Park sponsor, or just be creative!! Please contact any of the
committee officersto find out how to get your grove on!

Here's to a “Grovey”’ 2009!

11th Street Park Update 7

Yard of the Month(s) 8

Timbergrove Tidbit 8 )
- Angie Greak



http://www.timbergrovemanor.org
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It’s DuesTime!

We really don’t like to beg, but it’s time for the TMCC 2009 Dues Form
TMCC annual membership drive to kick off. It

seems as though the payments have slowed down in Resident 1:

the past couple of years, and no doubt, this year, we
are all feeling the pinch of our troubled economy. Resident 2:

Many of us are still trying to recover from Ike. We
thought it might be a good time to remind everyone Address:
about how your dues and contributions are spent.

Your $30 dues go a long way. Our esplanades are Home Phone:

among the most beautiful in the entire City. Our
crime rate is fairly low (thanks to the visibility of Email Address :

our C.O.P.). We provide an annual Easter Egg Hunt

and Snow Day party in December. The Timbergram Send all dues payments to:
is published six times a year. We help maintain TMCC, P.O. Box 70977, Houston, TX 77270-0977
property values by enforcing deed restrictions. We
coordinate a Rummage sale and host a 4th of July  |2009 Dues Member 1: $30.00
Ice Cream Social. Although almost everything is .
done by volunteers, we have expenses related tothe  [2009 Dues Member 2 : $30.00
activities and projects sponsored by the Civic Club.
. Legal Fund:
Y our dues are $30.00/year, areal bargain when con-
sidered relative to some of the newer subdivisions. Beautification:
If you want to have 2 household members to be
dues-paying, voting members, your tab is $60.00, Other:
still abargain. '
Won't you please send in your dues today, maybe Total:
even with alittle extra $ enclosed? TMCC can pro-
vide services for all neighbors only with your mone- * Email addresses will be used for TMCC use only: will not be distributed.
tary support.  Thank youl! * Submit dues for Member 2 only if 2 people reside at the same address

and wish to be dues-paying, voting members.

Fire Station Re-opens On Friday, Dec 12th, Houston Fire Department Chief Phil Boriskie, City Council

Member Toni Lawrence, and other distinguished guests celebrated the reopening
of Fire Station 62 at 1602 Seamist, which was closed in Nov 2007 for major renovations. The celebration included a per-
formance by members of the award winning Sinclair Elementary School Folklorico Dance Group.

A great way to support the efforts of these important civil servantsisto become involved with the Adopt-A-Fire Station
Program which was created to give citizens and civic, professional and business groups aformal vehicle by which they
may make tangible donations to the fire stations of their choice. Its purpose is similar to other city programs whereby
such groups are permitted to adopt parks and esplanades.

The Program, jointly administered by the Houston Fire Department and the General Services Department, involves di-
recting donor materials and services to the fire station the donor desires "to adopt.” The Program does not replace the
city's established fire station restoration program, but serves as a supplement to this program.

The Program is not set up to receive cash donations, however, some donors may prefer to give money. Therefore, on be-
half of the Adopt-A-Fire Station Program, the Fire Department will accept cash donations through the following affili-
ates. Citizens Fire Academy Alumni Association or MediLife of Houston.

For more information and/or if you are interested in this program, please contact the HFD Public Information Office at
713-495-7906 or email aliciawhite@cityofhouston.net



http://www.houstontx.gov/fire/community/afsord.DOC
http://www.houstontx.gov/fire/community/afsguidelinesfinal.doc
http://www.houstontx.gov/fire/community/afsreleasefinal.DOC
http://www.houstontx.gov/fire/community/afsapplicationfinal.doc
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All Sections 5 through 14 share the same Recycling and Household Garbage/L awn Trimmings collection days. Lawn
Trimmings (minor tree/shrub pruning, bags of grass clippings etc.) are NOT collected on recycling days. Section 5
has different Tree Waste Only and Junk Waste Collection days from other Sections. Tree Waste will also be collected
on Junk Waste collection days. Tree Waste is defined as clean wood waste such as tree limbs, branches and stumps
(lumber, furniture, treated wood NOT accepted). Junk Waste is defined as furniture, appliances and other bulky

material. All city holiday and trash collection information is from COH published sources.

TMCC Board Mestings: If you wish to attend or present information at a TMCC Board Meeting please contact a
Club Officer or Director for confirmation of date, time and location of the meeting.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
January Tree Waste Only ==
In Section 5
&3
11 12 13 TMCC 14 15 16 17
Generdl
Membership e
Meeting 7 P.M. [lm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Martin Luther
King Day Q‘g’ m
COH Holiday
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Tree Waste Only TMCC Board T
Sections 6 - 14 Meeting 7 P.M. I]m
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
February Junk Waste In
Section 5 Only .
4 i
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
= Valentine’s
mn Day
15 16 President’s 17 18 19 20 21
Deadline for Day —=
March < [[[[I
Timbergram Q(’
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Junk Waste TMCC Board ==
Sections 6 - 14 Meeting 7 P.M. [[[[I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
March Tree Waste Only —
In Section 5 [[[[I
&3
8 9 10 TMCC 11 12 13 14
Daylight Genera T
Savings Time Membership [[[[I
Begins

Meeting 7 P.M.
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Board Meeting Minutes

Your TMCC Board of Directorsis made up of your neighbors, and like you, have spent a good part of the fall recuper-
ating from Hurricane Ike. Although outside of what is allowed in the By-laws, due to the extenuating circumstances,
the Board didn’t meet in September, as the meeting was scheduled while many of us were still without power and our
usual meeting place still undergoing repairs. We'd like to thank Kojak’s for being a good neighbor and stepping up to
allow usto have our recent meetingsin their restaurant. The below reports are excerpts from the July, August, Octo-
ber and November meetings.

Committee Reports

Treasurer: (Jul) The Treasurer’s report was re-distributed and approved as presented. (Oct) The budget for 2009 was
discussed but was divided on whether the current board or the newly elected 2009 board should approve. The matter
was tabled so that the bylaws could be researched. Reports for Aug and Sep were approved. A motion to move half
the cash balance in the liquid accounts to a certificate of deposit was approved.

Activities: (Aug) Discussion was held about date and location for the VVolunteer Dinner. (Oct) The Snow Party was
scheduled for Dec 13, 2008. There was a brief discussion about inviting other civic organizations but no motion was
presented. The committee had considered omitting the volunteer appreciation dinner and making a contribution to
the Ike Relief Fund instead, but the consensus was that volunteers would miss the gesture. The neighborhood Rum-
mage Sale was set for Nov. 8 at the church. (Nov) ldaliaVadez is the new Committee Chairperson.

Beautification: (Jul) There has been no response in obtaining mulch for the T.C. Jester esplanades. A tree was dam-
aged by an uninsured motorist. It was reported the City islooking into enforcing fees for use of City property to Civic
and Home Owner associations who have placed markers on esplanades, and a question was raised concerning
whether the contractor that refaced our signs had obtained the proper permits from the City to perform the work.
(Aug) One of the signson T.C. Jester had been tagged, and the committeeis still trying to get in touch with aresi-
dent per a board recommendation to remove graffiti. The legality of our esplanade signsis still pending investigation.
(Oct) An errant driver had damaged the water facilities near T.C. Jester, but the driver had been identified and in-
surance proceeds would be available. Backflow preventers ruined by a previous out-of-control vehicle are in the proc-
ess of replacement at a cost of $600 each. (Nov) Estimates were received to fix the water taps on T.C. Jester between
Shelterwood and Bryce. $1200.00 for the water repairs and $950.00 for shrubbery has been submitted to the of -
fender. Again on Nov 16, the same location was damaged. HPD indicated the offender was a fugitive from Hidalgo
County. A point was made that crime victims, (TMCC) may receive money when the perpetrator is prosecuted. A
resident near that location reported that there have been a number of accidents at that same location since the road
was redone. Thereis aletter missing on the sign on Greengrass to be replaced soon. Bed replanting began and graf-
fiti on signs has been removed.

Block Captains: (Aug) Four block captains have resigned. Suggested fliers for Neighborhood Night on October 7th,
will be sent to the existing block captains.

Citizens on Patrol: (Jul) Cost estimates for vests for future bicycle patrollers were being investigated. There are 12
volunteers currently signed up to perform bike patrolling in the neighborhood. There have been some complaints con-
cerning 4 wheelers being run in the power easements. (Aug) There have been increasing numbers of reports of gun-
shots within the neighborhood. The PIP meeting is Aug 27.

Deed Redtrictions: (Oct) Joe Parks was confirmed as the new Chairman. (Nov) A complaint was received about a
trailer parked in the 6200 block of Woodbrook, but it could not be located. There was areport about being bitten in
the 11t Street Park by a dog, and a question was raised if Deed Restrictions could do anything about folks walking
loose dogs. That isaviolation of a city ordinance, not a deed restriction violation.

Deed Restriction Revisions: (Jul) We have 3 additional notaries to assist in the signing process.

Design Review Committee: (Jul) The committee met with potential future owners with plansto build a French Cha-
teau style home. Section 6 had an inquiry concerning building a 2nd story, which was denied. Another inquiry from
Section 6 concerning a 2nd story prompted the committee to suggest dormers. An application from 6100 block of Pine-
shade requested permission to enclose a carport to convert to a room, and plans were to be submitted. An application
for ateardown to be replaced with a 2 story mission style home in 1300 block of Guese was approved by the commit-
tee. (Aug) Property in 6500 block of Cindy had been purchased by a contractor and plans were approved to extend the
garage. A property in 6100 block of Wister applied to enclose a carport, which was an original structure with the
home, plans approved. The property in 1300 block of Guese was approved for arebuild, and the committee asked to
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Board Meeting Minutes (cont’d.)

have more masonry added to the front, to be more aesthetic to the existing homes. (Nov) Plans were submitted for an
addition in 6300 block of Wister; pending approval. Committee approved plans for a porte-cochére in 6300 block of
Waltway. The committee sent aletter to the owners at in 1200 block of Manville requesting plans.

Environmental Affairs: (Jul) Dirt has been spread and flowers broadcasted for the additional butterfly gardens, and
the trails will be upgraded. Several forestry interns were assigned to work in our park. New park benches were se-
lected; dog bowls were donated and placed by the drinking fountain. (Aug) Park Interns completed the GPS tree sur-
vey and made formal recommendation for the future direction of the park. The new butterfly garden isflourishing. It
was reported that the Spark Park at Sinclair Elementary is going to be revamped (Oct) Clean-up is progressing on
the public areas, despite an unfortunate tendency of residents to dump their debris on those areas. The 11th Street
Park butterfly garden was relatively undamaged. The board was asked to support the Spark Park improvement pro-
gram for Sinclair Elementary because of the school’s central role in the community. (Nov) The wild flowers have been
planted in asmaller areathis year and they over seeded in an attempt to make a more dramatic display. They also
used a different seed mix thisyear. Four additional benches have been ordered; these have a 20 year guarantee.

The first one will beinstalled on the NW corner. The Parks Dept. has not yet cleared fallen trees from the inner
trails.

External Affairs: (Oct) The Board was asked if an ad hoc committee on the Salford street-opening issue should be
formed. Because no one could identify aresident in west Timbergrove Manor who would be willing to head the effort,
the question was tabled.

Membership: (Aug) It will be posted on the web site that 2008 dues are still owed, and where to send them. (Nov) It
was reported there has been a steady drop in dues paying members over the past few years. Next year we will push
dues harder. Possibly itemize expenses vs. dues and ask for additional donations.

Timbergreeter: (Aug) There have been atotal of 40 new residents since Jan 1, 2008 . (Nov) Two new residents were
greeted in the past month.

Website: (Jul) A link tothe Nor’ westerner was added with a disclaimer of support or opinions expressed being not of
TMCC. (Aug) Recycling information and schedules to the web site. (Oct) A new coordinator has been added to the
website and board members should keep her updated with new email addresses. (Nov) A web site design consulting
company has been contacted for a quote to bring pizzazz to our web site. The board wants the Timbergram, Calen-
dar, General M embership minutes and Board Minutes on the web. Dale will send Idaliathe 2008 minutes

Old Business: (Jul) Directory: Names are being catalogued. Bids for printing will be requested so Ad prices can be
set. TPG Copy Services was suggested. (Oct) Directory should be given to the printer in January. (Nov) By law revi-
sions: There have been 3 by law revisions that seem to be misplaced: 1. Election Rules, 2. Start date of new Board, 3.
Dual dues — single household. Any one that may have a copy or know of where copies can be obtained, please bring
them forward.

New Business: (Jul) It istime to obtain volunteers for the Nominating committee. (Aug) Nominating Committeeis
being finalized. A donation from the club for snacks at the next PIP meeting was approved, up to $100. (Oct) A $300
donation to Lazybrook Baptist Church’s Fall Festival was approved as a thank-you for hosting the general meetings.
(Nov) Introductions of new Board members attending were made.

Mark the Date...

Mark your calendars for these future TM CC-sponsored
events and volunteer to help if you can!

Event calendar for activities committee:
4/4/2009 Easter Egg Hunt, 9 am, Sinclair Elementary
Spark Park

7/4/2009 4th of July ice cream social, 1 pm, Jaycee Park

Pa m9la EfferSO N 2007 Top Producer

and 2006 Rookie of the Year. This full time

Realtor is dedicated to providing superior customer
service and a marketing plan that will get your home
SOLD FAST and for TOP dollar. Specializing in the

following Houston Neighborhoods:

Timbergrove m Qak Forest m lazybrook m Garden Oaks = The Heights

9/13/2009 Volunteer Dinner, 5 pm, Kojak’s on 18th St. Candlelight Estates m Rice Military m Cottage Grove
10/2009 Rummage Sale (date/time thd) m Call me today at 713-822-8555 to get a FREE no pressure
12/12/2009 Snow Day, 9 am, Jaycee Park % . %aljrkHs;tv/;\naal[):/;Lsi;flyour home. www.SellingHomesInHouston.com
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Crime Statistics

Itisalarming to

! July 2008 September 2008 October 2008
see crlrr]nl na_ul ac- District 2 Timbergrove |District 2 Timbergrove |District 2 Timbergrove
t|v_|ty ere in our Manslaughter 0 0 0 0 0
neighborhood,

Rape 1 0 0 0 0

but our numbers @ 5 4 1 4 0
arefar lessthan  |Robbery
the rest of Dis- Assault 1 3 0 2 0
trict 2, and no Burglary® 24 1 14 0 9 1
doubt far less Motor Vehicle Burglary® 19 3 9 0 15 2
than the rest of Auto Theft® 8 1 6 0 1
Houston! Narcotics 0 2 0 1 0

. DWI 3 5 0 2 0
When our Citi- Totals 58 5 43 1 38 4
zen Patrol cruise
the neighbor-

hood, it is often
noticed just how
many homes do
not have visible address numbers. If we can’t find
the numbers, just think how difficult it would be for
an emergency vehicle, particularly at night. Please
be sure to post numbers that are clearly visible
from the street... it may just save a life!

TIMBERGROVE MANOR 2008 STATISTICS

HoMEs SoLD

September: (a) 2300 Willowby

Months # Homes  Average Price  Average Days
Sold On Mkt
| an/ Mar 15 $318,954 53
A prl],-‘“llu ne 16 5320812 45
J u]}';‘“ﬁupt 10 5295360 33
Oct/ Nov 5 $307.561 63
HoMES FOR SALE
Asof 12/8/08 14 $362,599 75

Average list price per sq. fr. $187.88
*Cotrons 5-14
Call for a free home value analysis
Elizabeth McCormick
ReAaLTOR®
LivinGg AND WOREING TN YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD

713.341.1636

emccormick{@heritag etexas.com

July: (b) 6200 Queenswood; (c) 2500 Droxford, 6000 Wister, 900 Shirkmere; (d) 2200 Tannehill

October: (b) 6100 Waltway; (c) 6100 Queenswood, 6200 Linton; (d) 6500 Grovewood

TMCC 2009 Officers and Directors

President

Angie Greak

713-894-2317

Vice President

Leslie Hillendahl

713-862-6832

Secretary Johnathan Brush

Treasurer Andrew Bowman

Director Carol Ellinger 713-426-0522

Director Deborah Frink 713-863-1848

Director Larry Kahn 713-864-5652

Director Agnes Eldridge

Director Bill Morfey 832-651-0112
Past President |Brian Cannell 713-864-6732

Past President

Chris Ehlinger

713-501-9988

Chairpersons - TMCC Committees

Activities

Idalia Valdez

713-256-8079

Beautification

Brian Hillendahl

713-862-6832

Block Captains

Carolyn Bryant

281-723-9810

TEXAS*PROPERTIES

heritagetexas.com

Citizens Patrol [Lillian Jolliffe 713-869-1079
Deed Restrictions
Enforcement Joe Parks 713-868-4576
Design Review [Dana Whitney |[713-426-2884
Environmental
Affairs Lorraine Cherry |713-869-4445
invitationtodance
Membership Kristin L. @yahoo.com
Timbergram Brenda Askins |713-864-4586
Timbergreeters [Carolyn Bryant [281-723-9810
Web Site Idalia Valdez 713-256-8079
Yard of the Month |Dodie Helke 713-864-4784
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Update on the West 11" Street Park
By Lorraine Cherry, Friends of the West 11™ Street Park

I’m pleased to report that, as of the first weekend in December, most of the large fallen trees have been moved off the
trailsin West 11th Street Park, preparing the way for trail renovations to begin in the new year. Thisvery difficult job
was carried out by workers contracted by FEMA, with coordination from the Parks and Recreation Department.

Because our park is anatural forested area, the trees have not been removed. Rather, they have been crosscut as nec-
essary, with the pieces moved off the trail into the forest. Thisis consistent with the natural process of the forest.
These fallen trees will gradually decompose, providing additional nutrients for the soil below. In the meantime, they
will provide habitat for many ground-dwelling insects, amphibians, and reptiles, as well as foraging areas for birds and
squirrels. In areas where large trees have come down, the increased sunlight hitting the ground will enhance the op-
portunity for new broadleaf treesto germinate and grow. So, thisis a process to watch over the next few years as the
forest of West 11th Street Park continues to grow and change.

We have several new educational projects coming up in the next year, as well as further development of the butterfly
gardens. We recently purchased 4 attractive new benches for the park. Many people have requested benches to serve as
resting placesin the interior of the park, so we will be having them installed as the trails are renovated.

As areminder—if you would like to be on the park email list to receive periodic updates on West 11th Street Park as
well as our e-ecology newsletter, please send a message to us at:
West_11th st park@earthlink.net .

A final word: During and after Hurricane Ike, when everyone had so much storm debris to get rid of, some people de-
cided to place their debrisin the park across from their homes. This was understandabl e during the emergency, and
the Parks Department was very gracious about removing it, but thisis not the proper use for a nature park. It isalso
against the law, and punishable by a hefty fine. If you don’t know when the city schedules pickup of yard debris from
your home, you can call 311 for this important information. Please don’t treat our beautiful park as a dumping ground.

Holiday Decorations Winners

Timbergrove was certainly “decked out” during the holiday
season. We saw decorations where there have been none and
many homes were covered from top to bottom with lights, & ASSOCIATES

blow-ups, and shiny things. It was tough, but these neighbors N b d k h
were deemed “best in class” by the judges. o o y nOWS t e
0 Best Original Theme: 2422 Haverhill; Gilbert and Laura NEIGHB ORHO OD

Jennett .

0 Runner up: 2430 Droxford; Mark and Marilyn | | l(e O NEIGHBOR!
Nowlin

0 Best Show of Lights: 6314 Grovewood; Tim Louque and

Gary Nordstrom
0 Runner up: 911 Shirkmere; Rusty and Gina CCI rO|)’n B")’an

Kuehn 281.723.9810
0 Most Religous. 6306 Waltway; Awald and Irene Bortz
0 Runner up: 1323 Seaspray Ct; Kenny and Dawn
Hengst
0 Most Traditional: 6115 Hurst; John and Nancy Semander
0 Runner up: 6435 Wister; Jan Walker

carolyn@carolynbryant.com

OFFICE: 713.861.2004 | FAX: 713.861.2040 | 2000 ELLA BLVD|
HOUSTON, TX 77008 | WWW.HARTMANASSOCIATES.COM

Although awards are not given for runner up, we wanted to
mention these resident's for their efforts or originality on Wbere dO you want to lz've ?
their lighting decorations as well. i
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Kid “Call-Pool”

I am a mom in need of other parents in the neighbor-
hood who would be willing to start a Parent outreach
program for emergency "kid", or "baby" sitting services.

The plan is to create a roster for parents who could be
available or need child care for emergency and un
expected situations, such as: my child has a cold and
can't go to day care, or | need to get a break, or | have to
go to the store to pick up some milk, etc.

If anyone would like to join this "Kid capool". Please

have them contact me via email or phoemail address Yards Of the Month

is KJANEN@comcast.net aqghone number is 713 We all know how tough it is to keep the yard look-
861-0977. ing nice once the weather starts to change! These

neighbors have done an exemplary job during this
challenging period. Congratulations to all of youl!



