Timbergrove Manor Civic Club * PO Box 70977 * Houston, TX 77270-0977

HE TIMBERGRAM

November 2008

General Meeting

Tuesday November 11,2008 @7:00 pm
L azybrook Baptist Church

Our speaker will be Andrea Schmauss, Law Enforcement Chair .
MADD Southeast Texas ‘

Special Tribute for our neighborswho are Veterans

Please bring donations of canned food to thank the Church for allowing us tg use their
facilities for our meetings.

President’s Corner

I hope that everyone iswell on their way to recovering from lke. | know thereis still alot of work to be
done because as | write this| still see some home damage around the neighborhood. | have heard | ots of
stories about neighbors hel ping neighbors before, during, and after the storm. That just confirms what a
great neighborhood we livein.

As this will be my final Timbergram President’s corner, | wanted to first thank everyone that has helped
out the neighborhood over the past year for their efforts. | want everyone on

Inside thisissue: the board to know how much | appreciate their efforts and the professional-
Slate of Officers & Directors > |ism they have demonstrated during the year. | also want to specifically

thank Joe Parks who put in a great deal of time assisting me with many

Calendar of Events 3 ltasks that are the responsibility of the president. As Vice President, he so
Beneficial Home Improve- 4 |generously stepped in while | was out of town on business and throughout
ments the year, assisting me with all meeting preparations and with many other
Update on 11th Street Park 5 tasks.

Second | want to recognize the nominations committee for their hard work in
finding four new volunteers to serve on next year’s board. Along with these
TMCC Officers & Directors 6 |four new members and the two experienced individuals who will fill the
President and Vice President roles, | believe that thisis avery strong slate

Veterans Day 6

Sinclair is 50! 7 . . . .

for the upcoming year. | hope that everyone in the neighborhood will join me
Highway 290 Reconstruction 7 |in supporting the entire board throughout the next year.
Yard of the Month(s) g | The elections will be held at the next general meeti.ng on November

11. Please come show your support for our new officers and board members.
Trading Post 8

— Brian Cannell
Last Word on lke 8
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Meet the Candidates for 2009 Officers & Directors

Below you will see alist of Timbergrove residents who are willing to give their time and efforts for the TMCC
2009 Officers and Directors. The positions which will be open for 2009 are President, Vice President, Secretary,
Treasurer and two Director positions. Please attend the next TMCC meeting on Tuesday, November 11, to vote.
Each household must have paid 2008 dues in order to vote. Also remember each household can have up to two
votes, one for each adult member that has paid their dues.

President: Angie Greak — She has been a Timbergrove resident since 2005. Sheisa CPA, has worked in the
Big Four Accounting environment and currently is budget supervisor for an international oil and gas company.
In addition to serving as treasurer and activities coordinator for TM CC for the past two years, she has served on
the board of numerous charitable organizations in various roles including the Waco Humane Society (Treasurer),
Kappa Delta House Corporation Board (Treasurer) and Palmetto Homeowners Association (Secretary). She also
volunteers with English Springer Rescue America, Junior League of Houston, Inc., and Texas Children’s H ospi-
tal. She enjoys walks around Timbergrove with her two furry, four legged children, Emme and Keaton, both res-
cued English Springer Spaniels.

Vice President: Leslie Hillendahl — Sheis past vice-president for TMCC (2 terms), current block captain for the
6200-6300 blocks of Wynnwood and chairperson for the Beautification Committee along with her husband, Brian.
She has organized the neighborhood rummage sale. She and Brian have lived in Timbergrove for about five
years and have always been very active in the Civic Club. She was “born” here over 30 years ago on Woodbrook.
She attended Texas A& M University for an undergraduate and obtained a JD from South Texas College of Law
and has been licensed for almost six years and currently practices commercial litigation with Zimmerman, Axel-
rad, Meyer, Stern, & Wise, P.C. In addition to work and volunteering in Timbergrove, Leslie and Brian are very
involved with two animal rescue organizations — Scout’s Honor and Southern States Rescued Rottweilers.

Treasurer: Andrew R. Bowman - Heisanew resident of Timbergrove who moved into our neighborhood in
June 2008 with his girlfriend, Tatiana. He is a micropaleontologist at StatoilHydro, which is a Norwegian oil/gas
company based in Houston. He has a BS degree in geology from Syracuse University, an M S degree in geology/
geochemistry from the University of North Carolina (Chappel Hill), and a PhD in geology/micropal eontology from
the University of Nebraska (Lincoln). He has had experience with various volunteering activities, most of which
have been organized through his employer. Aside from enjoying a rewarding and exciting career as ageologist in
the energy industry, he spends his free time traveling, experiencing events around Houston, and having fun with
his new Timbergrove home.

Secretary: Jonathan Brush — He and his wife moved into the neighborhood, Section 11, this summer. Their first
child, Richard, was born in August. He is an attorney primarily practicing in the areas of employment, construc-
tion, and school law. Previoudly, he practiced general civil defense litigation for three years in Beaumont, Texas.
While in Beaumont, he served as an elected member of the Oaks Historic District Neighborhood Association's
Board. In this capacity, he served as one year as treasurer and one year as specia projects coordinator. He also
participated in organizing the neighborhood's annual tour of historic homes. While in Beaumont, he also served
as avolunteer for the Jefferson County Bar Association's pro bono program representing indigent clientsin fam-
ily law matters. Interests include camping, hiking, fishing, theater, history, and cooking.

General Board Members:

Agnes Eldridge — She has lived in Timbergrove for 11 years. Sheis employed by the Houston Independent School
District in the position of coordinator for Title |, Part C program. She wants to volunteer for TM CC because she
cares for the neighborhood and is proud to call Timbergrove home.

Bill Morfey — He has been a Houston resident for more than 10 years and moved to Timbergrove in 2007. Heisa
graduate of South Texas College of Law. Heis an attorney at amid-sized law firm in the Galleria area where he
has worked for seven years. Hislega work has included numerous cases involving residential construction de-
fects aswell as City of Houston code violations. He enjoys working with homeowners to resolve all manner of
problems and looks forward to using his enthusiasm and experience to assist the residents of Timbergrove and
advance the interests of the neighborhood. He enjoys cooking and his hobby as a disc jockey.

Thanks for the hard work of our Nominating Committee Membersin finding this slate: Pam Efferson, Carol El-
linger, Jeff Eisenhardt, Kim Feehery, Larry Kahn, Sylvia Landry, IdaliaVadez
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Identify Month by type of Print: NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY
All Sections 5 through 14 have the same recycling collection day. Household garbage/minor lawn trimmings collections are on
Thursdays for all sections. The 11/27/2008, 12/25/2008 and 1/1/2009 collections are scheduled to be made on their respective im-
mediate following Friday. Recycling, Tree Waste and Junk Waste collection days listed are from the standard City of Houston Col-
lection Schedule. The Ike recovery effort resulted in temporary suspension of those collections. Call 311, check with local news

sources or visit: www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste/press.htm| “Press Releases” for information pertaining to resumption of those col-

lections. COH holidays listed are from City of Houston’s published calendar.

TMCC Board Mestings: If you wish to attend or present information at a TMCC Board Meeting contact a club Officer or Director

for confirmation of date, time and location of the meeting.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Tree Waste
Section 5
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
VETERAN’S DAY
TMCC Generd
QJC}’ Meeting 7 pm
COH Holiday
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 TreeWaste |25 26 27 28 29
Sections 6 thrul4 | TMCC Board THANKSGIVING |COH
L Meeting 7 pm COH Holiday Holiday
w?
30 1 Junk Waste 2 3 4 5 6
Section 5
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
&y
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Deadline for Jan
Timbergram
21 22 Junk Waste 23 24 25 26 27
Sections 6 - 14 COH Holiday |CHRISTMAS
QJC}’ COH Holiday
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
TMCC Board NEW YEAR’S
4 5 Tree Waste 6 7 8 9 10
Section 5

&
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Best-Bet Home Improvements

If you're looking to improve the appearance of your home for resale, or you just want an updated look for your
own enjoyment, there are a few things you should consider before beginning. Make an improvement that will
increase your home’s market value, such as installing an energy efficient A/C or repairing those shabby shin-
gles. Beforewarned, however, and don’t expect to recoup your costs on both counts. Just because you put in
$25,000 into improvements does not mean your home is worth $25,000 more! Listed below are afew improve-
ments that usually pay off and some that rarely make a difference.

Painting - We all like things looking fresh so if you’re planning to sell your homein a year or two a fresh coat
of neutral-toned paint could make the sale easier. A professional exterior paint job could recoup close to 75% of
its cost.

Kitchen - With just afew basic improvements the kitchen can provide great payback. New paint, flooring, and
counter tops are always appreciated. Y ou may even consider sanding, staining or painting worn looking cabi-
nets. Replacing old cabinet hardware is low cost but makes a big difference. The average spent on amajor
kitchen remodel is around $39,000 and refinishing an outdated one is around $15,000. A Kitchen remodel can
recoup 80 — 87% of its cost.

Area Conversions - For the most part increasing the functional space of ahome will help hold its value
longer than remodeling just to make a home look better. It’s also less expensive than adding an addition to your
home. For example converting an attic space into a bedroom typically cost around $30,000 and returns about
73% of the cost.

Extra Bathroom - Typically you can not go wrong by adding an extra bathroom. At an estimated cost of
$14,000 a new full bath can recoup 81% of itstotal cost.

New Windows - A good standard energy efficient widow should return around 68% of its total cost. Y ou could
also recognize a break in your energy cost.

Deck - Adding a deck could be a cost- efficient way to add to your living space. Decks usually cost around
$6000 and can recoup 75% of their value. Compared to other outdoor improvements (except painting) that isa
great return.

Swimming Pool - Don’t do it unless you are putting it in for you and your family to enjoy. It is commonly
agreed that a swimming pool has little to no resale value.

Pictur e-perfect gardens- The picture perfect garden (not traditional landscape) is another nice item for you
to enjoy however, if the potential buyer is not horticulturally inclined chances are your floral handiwork won’t
add to the offer price. The same may be said about expensive fences and stone walls — they ook nice, but buyers
don’t want to pay for them.

Basic is Better - It isthe basic improvements you make to your home that may have the greatest return on
its value: a beautiful new bathroom won’t make up for a leaky roof. Soif you are thinking of selling your home
in the next year or so, be sure to address any problems the home may have before you install those sunken gar-
dens you’ve always wanted.

- submitted by Pam Efferson

TRAFFIC CAMERAS

The Houston Police Department currently uses red ‘\' %
light cameras at 70 intersections throughout the City mmmcs panrinG sreciausts ORI j

to maintain the safety of highly trafficked areas.
HPD is committed to safety and dedicated to reduc- FULL SERVICE PAINTING

ing preventable collisions at signalized intersections.

. ) Commercial - Residential
For more information on the program, and a com-

Specializing in Customer Service

www. houstontx.gov/police/trafficsaf ety.htm 713-460-0072 by s SR
~ >
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Update on the West 11 " Street Park
By Lorraine Cherry, Friends of the West 11" Street Park

As | lay awake the night of September 12/13, | heard a lot of terrifying sounds from the neighborhood ara
mostly from trees crashing down. | worried about my home and the homes of my neighbors, but | also wa
about what might be happening to all of the birds and animals out in the park. So | was delighted the ne
when, as soon as the hurricane had passed, one of the first sounds | heard was the hooting of one of th
Horned Owls that live in the park. It was a sound of hope to me!

There are trees down in the park, but not so many as | hadfdaredinted 9 large ones down across the m
trails. (See pictures below.) They will ultimately be moved as we proceed with the trail project, a process
will probably be moved now into the first part of next year.

Meanwhile, regular maintenance on city parks was sched-

uled to begin again on October 6, so by the time you read

this, things should be looking a little neater again.

| was also pleased that no major damage occurred in the
butterfly gardens on the southeast corner. The picture to
the right shows Friends vigeesident Wally Ward out wa-
tering the young milkweed plants that will be a food source
for Monarch
butterfly cat-
erpillars.

Sadly, ke

may have a

very bad ef-

fect on the

many birds that typically migrate through southeast Texas on
their way south for the winter. Much of the food that they depe
on to fuel up for the long trip was stripped off of the bushes an
trees. The Audubon Society worries that it may take a long tim
some of these populations to recover. We can only hope for the

One last remark, not about the park, but about a practical thi
you may want to consider for your homes. We have talked with
eral people who had severe damage to their air conditioning sy
tems as a result of power surges either before the storm or af
wards when power was finally restored. As a result of an articl
the Leader several months ago, we recently had a vioaolse
surge protector installed in our home, at a cost of about $300.
device will protect all of the appliances in your home, especially
those that involve small LED displays or microchips, from being
burned out by a power surge. Any reputable electrician can in
one for you.
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