Timbergrove Manor Civic Club * PO Box 70977 * Houston, TX 77270-0977

HE TIMBERGRAM

September 2008

General Meeting

Tuesday September 9,2008 @7:00 pm
L azybrook Baptist Church

Please bring donations of canned food to thank the Church for allowing us to use their
facilities for our meetings.

Door Prizes provided by Accent Apparel Screenprinting & Embroidery

President’s Corner

I hope everyone had a great summer. Mine was very short because of business travel, but | did enjoy the small one
that | had.

Thefirst thing | want to report isthat all the major open committee positions we had been desperately trying to fill
have been filled. The next major drive for volunteers will be to fill next years open board positions. The nomina-
tion committee will soon be starting this search for new volunteers. If you know a good candidate or you are inter-
ested in volunteering for one of the open positions, please let me or someone on the committee know.

Thereis one interesting story that | am going to report. A few nights back | was at home doing some work, when |
heard the phone ring and saw a number that looked like someone from the neighborhood on the caller id, so | an-
swered it. Generally, when | receive a call from a neighbor that | don’t already know, it isrelated to an issue that
Inside thisissue: the civic club needs to address. This call, however, was unique because for the

first timein my role as president someone called to say thank you for winning

Board Meeting Minutes 2

Update on 11th Street Park 3 yard of the month. It was avery simple thanks and the person had no follow-up
issues after the comment. They only wanted to thank me for recognizing the

Crime Statistics 3 hard work they had put forth in their yard. Of coursein my quick ‘you’re wel-

Trash collection and Recycling 4 |come’ | added that | could not take credit for the award and that the committee

Information lead by Dodie Helke was responsible for the award. | stated that | would call her

TMCC Committee Chairs 5 |and relay the message as soon as | got off the call, which I did.

Voter Information 6 |I don’t mean for thisto come across as a complaint that | don’t get enough of

, |thesetypecalls. It wasjust very notable and | was happy | was able to relay such
apositive message on to Dodie, who had never received a call like this either.

Back to School Tips

Farewell to a Neighbor 7
My message in this story is that as we have struggled to find members to fill
Yard of the Month(s) 8 |board and committee positions, if you don’t have time to volunteer for the posi-
Trading Post g |tionsyourself please at least occasionally feel free to show your appreciation for
their hard work. We all receive our fair share of comments about what needs to
TMCC Officers & Directors 8

be done, but an occasional compliment can go along way. — Brian Cannell
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Board Meeting Minutes—Excerpts from April and May Meetings

Committee Reports:
Activities: April: Spring Fling was a success; several new residents volunteered. The 4™ of July Ice Cream Social will
be on Friday, July 4", Jaycee Park.

Architectural Review Committee: April: A motion was approved to send lettersto all property owners/builder for cop-
ies of plans of remodels and building erections/additions. Group email box will be created for all members of the ARC.
May: The committee has reviewed plans for a French chateau; an inquiry has come in from sections 6 and 5. A prop-
erty will be closing on Shelterwood next month.

Beautification: April: Water is not coming on, on Ella Blvd. Bushes need trimming on TC Jester. TMCC will request
mulch from City and get a quote to spread it from an outside source. A report was made on the process to have the
cemetery designated as a Historical Site; the necessary paperwork will be filed during the appropriate time frame.

Citizenson Patrol: April: The City placed 1 sign on Grovewood at Ellato prevent parking that blocks the street.
There are reports that 3 wheelers have been running in the park on Bryce. Bicycle Patrollers have been approved for
CoP, and vests will be ordered; patrollers still must be certified through training. The date for National Neighborhood
Night Out has officially been changed to October 7, due to the heat in the southern United States. Stop Signs have
been requested to be installed on Cindy at Manville, still pending. Graffiti on Ella has been referred. May: There was
an attempted break- in, in the 6500 block of Lindyann. Manuals for bicycle patrollers are not yet available.

Environmental Affairs: April: Thereis $82K in the fund for our new park, held by the Parks Board. The meeting in
April decided to save some of the funds for future use. They are looking at placing bollards around the perimeter of
the park to stop 4 wheelers from running in the park and making ruts, and they want water access placed on the west
side of the park. Friends of 11" St. Park will be placing additional sitting benches. The trail project has been totally
donated, work and materials by good neighbor Norm Adams. The monarch butterfly station has been approved for an
upgrade. May: $1000 has been spent from the park fund for enhancing the butterfly garden. Contract to upgrade the
trails has been signed, and Norm will begin work soon. The next project will be to add park benches and then a
whiteboard at a kiosk for birders to note sightings.

External Affairs: April: There has been a dlight design change in the Trail on the Track Project. There will be a hard
pack trail placed on the south side of therail. Salford St: Plans have been on the books for over 40 years, its going to
be difficult to stop the project completely. Ben Crabb is still working with Traffic Control. May: The heavy trash left
at the curb on Lindyann for a month was hopefully picked up today. Beginning in October 2008, heavy trash will al-
ternate each month; green trash (yard and tree) with heavy household trash. A discussion was held about placing es-
planade signs for the July 4" social.

Website: May: A group mail box was set up for all members of the ARC to receive all correspondence for their com-
mittee. Proposed deed restrictions will be posted on the web for sections 6 and 8.

Old/New Business (April):

Sponsorship: To be re-presented at next meeting. Directory: Information will be collected from neighbors via block

captains. Still need someone to sell ads and do layout _Board Vacancy: Motion approved to appoint IdaliaValdez to

serve the remaining 1 year vacancy. Estate Sales: A motion was made that if any Estate Sale is conducted by a 3™

party it be considered a commercial activity and be disallowed based on current deed restrictions. After discussion,
: the motion failed.

= Old/New Business (May):
R.K.M. AUTOMOTIVE = S Directory: Updated names and addresses will begin to be
Rod Martin . gathered for the upcoming directory. ARC: Dueto ares-
owner 1 ignation, a new member has been added, Brian Hillen-
1714 West 23rd Stree = i dahl. The committee has picked up plans for a home re-
Houston Texas 770085 == model on Wynnwood. A motion was approved to sus-
713-869-9885 : — pend the June Board meeting. A motion was approved to
281-687-3048 - —— - rename the Architectural Review Committee to the Tim-
TO@MSN.com ) bergrove Manor Design Review Committee, TMDRC.
S There was ongoing discussion regarding an alleged deed
restriction violation in Section 6.
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Update on the West 11" Street Park
By Lorraine Cherry, Friends of the West 11" Street Park

An important study of the West 11" Street Park was carried out this summer, and we wanted to share the results with
you. Several months ago, | met with city and state foresters to walk through the West 11" Street Park, and talk about
the future of the park. Everyone agreed that the park needed along-term forest management plan, and that the first
step in developing such a plan was to have a GPS survey conducted of the forest asit istoday. These surveys can be
expensive, so we were delighted when foresters from the Parks and Recreation Department assigned two summer for-
estry interns to conduct a GPS survey and to work on an initial draft of a management plan. The two interns, Michagl
Edwards (arecent UT Austin graduate) and Scott Allen (asenior at Texas A& M), worked under the mentorship of
Parks Department foresters Jeremy Burkes and Richard Caudell. Robert Delgado, R.G. Musgrove, and | attended the
forestry interns’ presentation on July 7 over at the Parks Department.

Here are afew highlights from their presentation:

e The GPS survey estimates that there are currently 10,508 trees in the park, or 520 trees/acre. Of these, about
25% are large or medium sized, and the rest are new growth trees that have sprouted since the mowing was
stopped about 7 years ago. This was a very exciting piece of information for us. Y ou may not know that Timber-
grove residents Linda Skiles and Jay Schafts went out on Valentines Day 1999 to conduct atree survey, mark-
ing and counting every single tree that then grew on the site. At that point there were just over 1,800 trees to-
tal in the park.

e Only 6% of the measured area contained large shrubs; the rest contained various combinations of grass only
(31%) or grass mixed with small shrubs, native grasses, or vines. So there is certainly room for the addition of
more native shrubs to increase diversity and provide food sources for birds and butterflies, something that we
hope to begin doing thisfall.

e Of thetrees out there:

0 Although measured diversity (a mathematical formula) is high, 32% of the trees are water oaks and
18% are loblolly pines. The interns included a selection of trees that would significantly increase the
diversity.

0 94% of the trees are natives, 6% are non-native. Although thisis not a huge percentage of non-natives,
we have an ongoing program to remove them from the park.

e Theinterns provided alist of other recommendations for the park, among which were:

0 Add water to each of the remaining 3 corners, with water faucets (one ADA compliant).

o Putinan additional butterfly garden on the northeast corner.

0 Putin 2 park benchesin the interior. (We actually plan to add 4 benches once the trails are completed.)

o Putin an additional picnic table by the butterfly gardens on the southeast corner.

Wereally enjoyed meeting and consulting with these interns, and the important information that they have provided
us, free of charge, will be a great help in making future plans for the park.

Crime Statistics Anyone interested in contacting the
HPD officers who were at the March
__ April 2008 _ June 2008 meeting, Lt John Chen is on duty from
2DIStI’ICt Timbergrove District 2 Timbergrove 2:00 to 10:00 p.m., at (713) 247-4442
Manslaughter 0 0 0 0 and Lt. Jeese Davilaisat (713) 247-
Rape 1 0 0 o 4444 and is on duty from 6:00 am. to
Robbery 2 (o} 1 0 2:00 p.m.
Assault > 0 12 1® Permission has been granted to form a
Burglary 14 1® 25 2® o . .
Motor Vehicle >3 0 16 ) Citizen Bike Patrol. Applications are
Burglary available from CoP Coordinator, Lillian
Auto Theft 11 0 8 0 Jolliffe, who is currently waiting on ap-
Narcotics 1 o] 4 (o} propriate vests.
DV\Qotads 63 (1) 6(5) g Crimeisup abit and it cannot be
stressed enough that you should make
M6400 Blk Pineshade ®6500 Blk Kury 1200 Blk Clovis and 6300 Blk every effort to protect your property.
Pineshade With the economy getting tight, the
6000 Blk Pineshade and 6300 Blk Pineshade wrong people are looking for ways to get

easy money.
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Trash Collection and Recycling Information

Timbergrove Manor is a neat well-established subdivision and a significant facet of that neatness is the broad spread
compliance of neighbors with the following city established procedures for the handling of household trash. We are
fortunate to be included in both the Automated Garbage Collection and Curbside Recycling Program areas of the City
of Houston. Each home should have alarge wheeled garbage container and a green recycling bin, both city supplied
for no fee, at your home when you movein. If either is missing or damaged and needs replacement, call the City
Helpline at 311 to request areplacement. For solid waste/recycling information beyond what is listed below, please

call the City Helpline at 311 or visitwww.houstonsolidwaste.or d.

The times and guidelines given in the following information are set by City of Houston codes. These codes are en-
forced by the City of Houston. City of Houston employees may issue citations, without prior warning notices, in the
amounts of $50 to $2000 for the first conviction and $250 to $2000 for each subsequent conviction for violating many
of the following times and procedures. Except when placed curbside for scheduled collections, wheeled garbage con-
tainers and recycling bins are to be secured where they will not be visible to a person standing in the right-of-way of
any public street adjacent to the property where the equipment isused. City code does also provide that it shall be a
defense from prosecution under this code if the person’s property is so configured that no such location exists.

COLLECTION TIMES/HOLIDAYS: Household garbage (wheeled container), green recycling bin and yard trim-
mings are to be placed curbside no ear lier than 6 PM on the evening prior to the day of collection or no later than
7 AM on the day of collection. Empty containers are to be removed by 10 PM on the day of collection. Junk Waste
and Tree Waste have different curbside time-of-placement guidelines (see below). When a City of Houston holiday
falls on a collection day, that day’s collection is typically scheduled for the immediate following day. Beginning in
October 2008, Heavy Trash collection and the pilot Junk and Tree Waste schedule will be combined into
a citywide program. See below for full description and watch your mailbox for information from the City regarding
this new program.

HOUSEHOL D GARBAGE: Weekly Thursday Collection All normal household garbage is to be placed inside the
wheeled container. Bags and boxes containing household gar -
bage placed curbside outside the automated container will not
be collected unless you have affixed a “Tags for Bags” sticker.

Extra Capacity: “Tags for Bags” The stickers cost $1 each,
plus tax (minimum purchase five tags) and a $3.00 service
charge if ordered through the city. Order by phone — dial 311
(have your city water billing account number available) or
ALEXANDER download a “PDF" form from the city Solid Waste website:
LANDSCAPE DESIGN :vvww.houstonsolldwaste.ord and select “Extr'a Capacity
Collection”. Tags are also available from HEB, Fiesta, Sellers
Bros and some Kroger stores (including the one at 1035 N.
Shepherd). Tagged boxes/bags must weigh less than 50
pounds so the collection truck driver can load them into the
wheeled container. Itemstoo large to fit in the container
must be handled as Junk/Tree Waste (see below). “Tags for
Bags” are not required on flattened corrugated cardboard
boxes prepared for pick up on recycling days or for boxes/bags
of heavy trash (not containing household garbage) placed
curbside for Junk Waste collections.

* Landscape Design/Build

*Hardscape Design/Build

*Landscape Management

A second large wheeled container may also be acquired from
the city on ayearly contract for a monthly fee of $7.50 plus
tax to be added to your water bill. For additional information

dial 311 or go towww.houstonsolidwaste.or d and select
“Extra Capacity Collection”.

YARD TRIMMINGS: Weekly Thursday Collection -
Grass, leaves and small twigs must be bagged. No plastic,
paper or other contaminants can be in the bags (clear bags if
possible). Small limbs less than 3 inchesin diameter and 4

*Water Features

*Outdoor Rooms
*Outdoor Lighting

*Irrigation

Continued on Page 5
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Trash Collection and Recycling Information

feet in length must be tied in bundles no more than 18 inches in diameter. Larger limbs are hamdtVaste(see

below).

RECYCLING: Every Other Monday Collection- A recent city survey indicated we are among the most active recy-

cling neighborhoods in the city with participation by 52% of neighbors. Materials accepted utilizing-theppiligd
green bins includealuminum, tin andsteel cansncluding empty aerosol cangl through #5and#7 plastic items
(butno #6 and no empty motor oil containeragwspapers, magazines, color ad inserts, office paper, unwante
mail, telephone books(no decorative/dark colored or foil wrappingsprrugated cardboard lattened into oot by
3-foot squares nofood, pizza, cereal boxes)sed motor oilin the original container(s) or in natetergent screxop
plastic jugs marked as “Used Oil”, but NO glass. Keep paper items segregated, preferably in paper grocery sacks

and

place oil containers in plain view outside the green bin. Overflow items can be placed beside or on top of the green bin

a separate paper grocery sack. If a single recycling bin does not meet your needs for recycling vol@&hefrcat

additional bin (limit of two per household§slass recyclingis available at City Collection Centers. Two nearby centers

are available 24hours a day. One at 1245 Judiwagorth on Ella to first street past W.t84nd turn left or 3602 Cen-

ter at Harvard which accepts all normal recyclables in addition to glass. Center Street is one block north and parallel

Washington Avenue; Harvard crosses Center Street one block east of Heights BoRlkesticl sacks from retailers,

newspaper bagsanddry cleaner bagsare not accepted curbside program, but are accepted for recycling at major

local supermarkets: HEB, Kroger and Randalls.

JUNK WASTE/TREE WASTE: This Citywide program replaces thieavy Trash andJunk and Tree Wastepilot
programs. Junk waste and Tree waste will be picked up in alternating months shown below. Items are to be pl
sideno earlier than6 PM the Friday beforethe scheduled collection day amad later than7 AM the day of collection.

Junk Waste: Collected in October, December, February, April, June, and AugustFor large/bulky items such
appliances, furniture and building materials (NOT from contractors) limited to four cubic yards. NO roofing mat
are allowed.

Tree Waste: Collected in November, January, March, May, July, and SeptemberClean wood waste large
limbs and branches (8 feet in length or less), stumps and bushes, foumituretype wood (No Tree Waste to be col-
lected from contractor work.)

For disposal of Junk/Tree Waste items at other times the near-
est Depository is located at 6023 Winfern. For map, depository
rules, regulations and guidelines ¢zl or visit:
www.houstonsolidwaste.oragnd select “Depositories”

Note: The new program takes effect Oct 1; in September, dis-
pose of Heavy Trash or Tree/Junk waste on current schedule.

aced cL

as
erials




